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EAST CHATHAM, N.Y. — “Pochat-
kovyi Tabir,” or camp for beginners,
run by the Plast kurin Spartanky,
held two sessions of the one-week
camp intended for 6- to 7-year-olds at
Vovcha Tropa. The camp’s program
introduces first-year “novaky” and
“novachky” to their first overnight
Plast camp experience.

The days were filled with learning
about the forest, wilderness-inspired
crafts, singing songs, swimming, a
field trip to a horse farm, games and
evening campfires.

All of the campers demonstrate
their knowledge of flowers, trees, in-
sects and animals by earning a merit
badge called “Lisovyk”/“Lisova”
Mavka. Parents of these campers
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Participants of the first session of “Pochatkovyi Tabir,” which took place July 17-23.

are equally impressed that by the ors, they eventually enthusiastically hugs and good-byes, it was clear
end of tabir, their children could seek out and catch these tiniest these little campers had learned
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Two novaky in their “gear,” ready to

observe and catch bugs at Beaver Pond.

point out such things as: a maple is
a “klen,” a hummingbird or “kuli-
bryk” is the only bird that can fly
forwards, backwards or sit in sheer
space; and that a dandelion salad
can be eaten in a “kulbaba.”
Nevertheless, the most impres-
sive transformation in these young-
est Plast members can be seen in
their attitude toward nature. Ini-
tially, the children have a tendency
to scream at the sight of a frog or a
large insect, but thanks to informa-
tive and fun “hutirky” (lessons)
offered by the “sestrychky” and
“bratchyky,” a.k.a. camp counsel-

creatures of the forest. Of course,
these bugs and amphibians are set
free every evening to allow for their
return to their “families” — even a
camp favorite, a frog named “Bob.”
By the end of camp, amidst warm

about self-reliance, conservation,
Ukrainian culture, and best-of-all
friendship! Next year, they are more
than ready for a new adventure as
novaky and novachky at the regular
three-week Plast camps.

Teen is state finalist in pageant

LAWRENCEVILLE, N.J. -
Nadiya Tereschuk, who moved
from Ternopil to Lawrenceville,
N.J., five years ago, has been
chosen as a state finalist in the
National American Miss New
Jersey Pageant to be held Au-
gust 21-22 in East Brunswick.

The National American Miss
pageants are held for girls age
4-18, and have five different
age divisions. Nadiya will be
participating in the 16-18 age
division.

Miss Tereschuk’s activi-
ties include reading, dancing,
singing, traveling, modeling.
She also enjoys volunteering at

nursing homes and the commu-





